
BOONE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
April 4, 2016 

Approved Minutes 
Boone County Department of Public Health 

 

Members Present:  Dr. Hess, Dr. O’Malley, Barbara Thrun, Marshall Newhouse, Dr. Brechon, Jeff 
Marrs,  Liz Fiorenza, Meredith Williams, and Sherry Branson 
Excused and not in Attendance:  Jim Cox 
Not excused and not in attendance:  Dr. Lendman 
Guests Present:  Vicki Thomas from Family Counseling Services of Northern Illinois, Greg Kelm from 
the VFW, Bill Pysson, Cathy Ward,  and Bob Walberg 
Staff Present:  Cindy Frank, Amanda Mehl, Bill Hatfield, and Sandy Romanek 
 
Dr. Hess called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.  He then asked the board to welcome the new 
board member, Meredith Williams. 
 
Cindy asked the agenda be amended.  She asked that the remodel update be added as item e. under 
administrator’s report.  A motion was made by Marshall Newhouse and seconded by Dr. O’Malley to 
approve the amended agenda for April 4, 2016.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Cindy asked that the minutes be amended to reflect that Liz Fiorenza was in attendance at the 
meeting held on February 20, 2016.  A motion was made by Marshall Newhouse and seconded by 
Barb Thrun to approve the amended minutes from February 29, 2016.  Motion carried.   
 
Presentation:  Vicki Thomas made a short presentation on Family Counseling Services of Northern 
Illinois.  They have recently opened a facility in Belvidere and provide a variety of counseling 
services. 
 
Public Comment:  there were 2 Public comment requests: 

Cathy Ward – asked why the board of health members’ addresses and phone numbers are 
not listed in the Boone County Illinois Year Book.  This is compiled annually by Mary Steurer, 
county clerk.  Marshall felt this was just an over sight, and hopefully would be resolved next 
year.  She also asked if the health department board would be getting involved in the train 
issue.  She felt this was a health and safety issue and should be addressed.  Dr. Hess replied 
that the health department has not been asked to get involved, but would if appropriate. 
 
Greg Kelm – distributed documentation related to the food permit fees that had been paid 
by the VFW going back to 2008.  He has asked the VFW to be reimbursed $2,705.00, to cover 
the fees that had been paid.  Dr. Hess stated that this will need to be reviewed since there 
are potentially some legal issues involved, and that the Health Department would get back to 
him. 

 
Dr. Hess brought to the attention of the board new health rankings within the state of Illinois.  The 
new ranking has Boone County #18 in the state.  There are a total of 102 counties in the state of 
Illinois.  
 
 
 



Administrator’s Report – 

 5 year plan – there were no changes 

 Generator Upgrade – Cindy gave an overview concerning the generator that the 
health department purchased in 2007.  The funding for this was directly from IDPH.  
This year we received additional funds through the PHEP grant, and decided to 
expand the areas in the health department covered by the generator.  At this time, 
some areas in the county administration building are also wired to this generator. 

 Bylaw changes – Cindy clarified the succession of officers as documented in Robert’s 
Rules of Order.  After discussion, it was determined that the health department 
bylaws do not need to be amended to reflect this. 

 Economic Development District of Northern Illinois (EDDNI) – Cindy reviewed the 
information on page 8 of the packet.  EDDNI previously presented on the grant 
writing services that they provide. 

 
After some discussion, Marshall Newhouse made a motion to authorize the health 
department to utilize the services offered by EDDNI.  The contract would be for an amount 
not to exceed $5,000.  The motion was seconded by Sherry Branson.  Motion carried. 

 

 Remodeling Update – Cindy informed the board that the remodeling project was on 
track.  She then mentioned that there was some confusion at the last county board 
meeting concerning the remodeling project at the health department.  Apparently a 
motion was made at the County Board meeting to limit the amount that the health 
department could spend. At this time, the board of health has approved using the 
$34, 892 funds from the U.S.D.A. and also an additional $22,000 that had been 
earmarked to resolve the heating and air conditioning issues.  Cindy Frank and Sherry 
Branson will try to resolve this at the next county board meeting. 

  
 
BOH Committee Reports:  

Finance Committee – None 
 
Departmental Reports: 

 Personal Health – Amanda reviewed the information in the monthly packet.   

 Environmental Health – Bill reviewed the information contained in the monthly packet.   

 Finance Report – Sandy reviewed the finance report contained in the monthly packet.   
 
A motion was made by Jeff Marrs and seconded by Sherry Branson to approve the financial report 
for February, 2016.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of Claims:  A motion was made by Dr. O’Malley and seconded by Marshall Newhouse to 
approve the claims for March, 2016.  Motion carried. 

 
Unfinished Business:  

a) Appointment of board secretary – Dr. Hess made a motion to appoint Liz Fiorenza as the 
board of health secretary; the motion was seconded by Dr. O’Malley.  Motion carried 

b) Appointment to finance committee – Dr. Hess made a motion to appoint Jeff Marrs to the 
finance committee; the motion was seconded by Marshall Newhouse.  Motion carried. 



c) Discussion on Not-for-Profits – Bill reviewed the document on page 32 of the packet, which 
was a timeline related to food ordinances. 
There was a discussion on the definitions of charitable organization vs. not-for-profit 
organization.   It was also clarified that there are multiple issues that currently relate to the 
fee exemption for not-for-profits.  This will be reviewed at a future meeting, when more 
information is received from the state’s attorney. 
 

New Business: None 
 
Executive Session:  None 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Marshall Newhouse and seconded by Barb Thurn.  Motion 
carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m. 
 
Submitted through Liz Fiorenza 
Sandy Romanek 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


